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Toastmasters members elect Jeff Sobel to International Board

East Greenbush resident becomes new director of global educational organization
ENGLEWOOD, Colo., Aug. 28, 2021 — Jeff Sobel, of East Greenbush, N.Y., has been elected to the Board of Directors of Toastmasters International, the world’s leading organization devoted to communication and leadership skills development. Sobel was elected to the 2021–2023 two-year term at the organization’s 90th annual International Convention, held virtually Aug. 23-28. 

As a member of the Toastmasters International Board of Directors, Sobel is a “working ambassador” for the organization. He works with the Board to develop and support the policies and procedures that guide Toastmasters International in fulfilling its mission.
Sobel is a senior cybersecurity specialist for New York Independent System Operator in Rensselaer, where he has worked for 20 years. In his role, Sobel focuses on leading teams to introduce new technologies and interfacing with business owners to communicate technical concepts in a non-technical manner. He also educates users on cybersecurity concepts and best practices.
Sobel earned a degree in mathematics from Binghamton University in New York. He is currently in the second year serving as president of his homeowners’ association. With 37 townhomes, he uses skills learned in Toastmasters for the betterment of the community, including moving the board from a day-to-day operations focus toward developing a forward-looking strategic plan. As a board member and operations officer for two ambulance corps, Sobel led an effort to transform and modernize one of them and chaired a committee to rewrite its constitution. Named Western Turnpike Rescue Squad Volunteer of the Year, Sobel demonstrated exemplary dedication to his community and organization through his service both as an EMT and as a leader. He is an avid runner, a musician, and has a third-degree black belt in Washin-ryu Karate-do.
A Toastmaster since 2005, Sobel is a charter member of his home club, NYISO Toastmasters club in Rensselaer, while also being a long-standing member of Bethlehem Toastmasters in Delmar. He has held a number of high-profile leadership positions within Toastmasters and has attained the Distinguished Toastmaster designation—the highest level of achievement in the organization. 
Sobel says, “I love helping others experience the same benefits from Toastmasters that I have, seeing them become better communicators, better leaders, better people.”

About Toastmasters International
Toastmasters International is a worldwide nonprofit educational organization that empowers individuals to become more effective communicators and leaders. Headquartered in Englewood, Colo., the organization's membership exceeds 300,000 in more than 15,800 clubs in 149 countries. Since 1924, Toastmasters International has helped people from diverse backgrounds become more confident speakers, communicators, and leaders. For information about local Toastmasters clubs, please visit www.toastmasters.org. Follow @Toastmasters on Twitter.
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